It is not sinful for a ruler to kill wild animals in a forest for the protection of his
people. To purposely kill animals for one's own food or pleasure without offering to
the Devatas as sacrifice is not free from sin. The flesh that is offered in sacrifice is
born of Siva the destroyer and therefore quite auspicious. Hence, 0 Jiva! know
this; You are not different from Siva; but of the form of Siva. Knowing that Rudra is
the Lord of the Universe for it is in His power to destroy it, if the sacrifice be even
mentally offered to Him with that knowledge and the remnants of such an offering
be used for one's self or for others, one incurs no sin. Also, such as are harmful to
homes like snakes, rats, scorpions, mosquitoes, red and white ants etc. may also
be destroyed without incurring sin. This animal-sacrifice (Yajna) has been declared
for the sake of Grihastas who desire the fruits of their actions. For the others,
desires are fulfilled through Japa, homa, archana, etc.
INDRA: Great Guru! Through your kindness, I have been able to understand
the intricate secrets relating to himsa and the punishment thereof. Thou hast averred
that theft is a great sin. Kindly explain this to me and remove my doubts.
BRIHASPATI: 0 Indra! The Shastras proclaim that it is a great sin to kill. Greater
sin is to hurt a Saranagata- one who has surrendered himself and sought refuge-
whoever he may be! Even to look upon such a great sinner is itself a sin. There is
no expiation for the sin of robbing a wise man or one who has earned money through
great effort, or an unfortunate and poverty-sricken individual or one who has too
many children or wives, or one who is living on his past-earning not being able to
earn now. It is a greater sin to rob one who trusts. Greater still is the sin if one who
trusts happens to be poor. I shall relate to you a story to illustrate other intricate
secrets involved in the fruits of theft.
STORY OF KIRATA NAMED DVIJAVARMA
Once, in the town of Kanchi, lived a robber by name Vajrakhya. The people of
this town were well-to-do, healthy, happy, lovers of truth, with minds and senses
under control, full of kindness, and blessed with all prosperity. The robber Vajrakhya
was soon able to increase his stock of pilfered goods little by little until it became so
great that he, as a miser would, hid it all under a tree and covered it up with a ston^
for a sign and began to live far away from that hiding place. A hunter, happening to
pass that way with a heavy load of dry wood rested at the place, and finding the
money hidden under the slab of stone took away a portion of it to his home and
spoke to his wife thus: "As I was bringing a load of fuel in the deserted jungle I came
across this money. As you were always desirous of having plenty of wealth, I brought
this to you." She accepted it most happily and said: "There was a certain poor but
wise Brahmin who visited our house often for charity. On seeing me he prophesied
once, saying that I would soon become very wealthy. Indeed, that there would be
no woman wealthier than myself in this town. That although in days of yore, the
valmika - born had cursed that Luxmi would not tarry long in the homes of Bhils,
hunters, actors, etc., yet I would be still wealthy for quite a long time. The sight of
this wealth now has proved this Brahmin's words to be true. Also» it has been said
that wealth earned through hard work always lasts longest and that which comes
freely of itself should be utilised for the welfare of all people. Therefore let us now
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